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Vengeance and legacy in the North Woods



STORY
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SABOT is a revenge thriller set in Aroostook county Maine, a desolate region of the US-Canada 
borderlands. The story follows Will (20s) as he discovers the body of his father, shot dead from 
what looks like a hunting accident. He takes the body to Game Warden Jim Rhodes (50s), the 
only form of law enforcement in this remote part of the country. Rhodes calls in State Trooper 
Jane Prifti, to co-investigate the accident. But Will suspects something is very wrong and decides 
to help the investigation along on his own – so he goes rogue. His vigilante efforts to uncover the 
truth behind his father’s death escalate and his hunt paralells with Rhodes' as the two of them 
peel back layers in this remote comunity to uncover multiple people who would have cause to 
hurt Will's father; Bobbette Holloway, who owns hunting cabins for rent and is looking to expand 
on his land and a group of Poachers who want the opposite. Things seem to be getting stranger 
and stranger when suddenly Will disappears.

Now Warden Rhodes must navigate not only the evidence left behind by Will, but his past 
relationship with Will’s Mother, his complicated partnership with Officer Prifti, his friendship with 
Will, and a town of full of skilled and reclusive hunters. All to uncover the dark truth waiting for 
him in the forest.
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WORLD
5



Aroostook county Maine. Vast. Wild. Forgotten. 
Once a thriving logging, potatoe farming, and 
paper mill community now left for dead by a 
changing world. A place where towns stopped 
being named and are referred to simply for their 
region and township map numbers, e.g. R10-T15. 
Those who stayed in these remote areas live 
outside of society, off the land, beyond the reach 
of the law. Some refer to it as "the last frontier of 
the East", but locals just call it "The County."
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DESIGN & FEEL
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The visuals are textured and gritty. Deep greens 
and wood tones furnish our cold world. Our 
setting is the dense forest of the Great North 
Woods, occupied by tall coniferous tree growth, 
jagged rock faces, and expansive pathless woods. 
In contrast to the the grim beauty of the forest 
are weathered town centers of wood-paneled 
walls decorated with animal head trophies and 
modest homes. The locations feel at once timeless 
and dated, transporting the viewer to a part of 
the country that’s been left behind by the  
outside world.
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VIOLENCE
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The film lives in the world of hunting where 
violence is a way of life. The everyday killing of 
animals will create a visual analog to that of the 
physical confrontations between characters. By 
framing with sophistication and reticence, our 
conflicts are unflinching, tempered and steady. 
True to the spirit of a hunt. The elegance of the 
violence will be in the realm of films like Blue 
Ruin and No Country for Old Men.
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LOOK
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Making use of practical lighting and deep shadows, the precise shot design will showcase 
obstructed camera angles to create a compelling sense of voyeurism - these characters are 
being hunted. 
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Bradford Young Jody Lee Lipes Chayse Irvin
Ain’t Them Bodies Saints 

A Most Violent Year
Martha Marcy May Marlene Two 

Gates of Sleep
Bluebird

Medeas
Looms (short)
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WILL

Adam Driver Dane Dehaan Michael Stahl DavidAlfie Allen



WARDEN RHODES

Aidan Gillan Timothy Olyphant Matthew 
McConaghey
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OFFICER JANE PRIFTI

Amy Adams Mirielle Enos Emily Blunt
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BOBBETE HOLLOWAY

Melissa McCarthy Kate Mulgrew
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AL

Ben Mendelsohn Keith Carradine Sam Shepard Iain Glen
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MARKETING
24



The marketing of the film will be highly visual 
and mysterious. We'll make use of clean graph-
ical compositions and striking imagery to build 
suspense.
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MATTHEW JAMES THOMPSON
Writer/Director

Matthew James Thompson is an American filmmaker 
based in New York City. His work has won awards at 
festivals around the world from his short film August 
Heat which premiered at the Oscar-Qualifying Rhode 
Island Film Festival where he received the “Directorial 
Discovery” award - and won “Best of the Fest” at the 
HP Lovecraft festival in LA. To his film “the american 
city” about decaying infrastructure in the United States, 
which received a Vimeo Staff Pick and a special invita-
tion to be featured at the London Lift Off Film Festival. 
His film “Write” is a meditation on memory and was 
purchased by Field Notes notebooks. It went on to win 
awards at Hatch, IAC, Addys, and was featured in the 
Lurzer’s archive of 2016, Forbes and Adweek. 

“SABOT” holds special meaning to Matthew as his 
family is from Waterville, Maine, where his Uncle stills 
runs the family business as a 3rd generation Forester. 
Hearing stories from his Uncle and the Game Wardens 
he works with about covering the vast  acres of the 
Great North Woods, Matthew gained a deep apprecia-
tion for the unique culture and landscape of this part of 
the country. 


